How to Successfully Choose a Competent Farrier?

By Shawn Ellis, CF


At one time or another most horse owners have had to find a farrier to care for their horses.  This can occasionally be difficult and frustrating to find the right farrier to meet you and your horse’s particular needs.  This article will give you some pointers on how to be more successful in hiring a competent farrier.


How most horse owners find a farrier. The most common way is from word of mouth (i.e. friend, trainer, stable, and veterinarian, etc.).  The second typical way to find a farrier is from business cards in feed and tack stores or from ads in local equine publications.  Third is to use the internet by googling or professional organization websites like the American Farrier’s Association. All of these methods can be useful sources to find the right farrier for your horse.


Questions you should ask a farrier when calling to solicit their business.  The first question is to ask if they are taking new clients. Second, find out if their full or part time.  Third, determine the farrier’s skill level and credentials to determine if they are capable of meeting your shoeing needs. Do so by asking if they shoe for your breed and discipline.  Also, you can inquire as to where and how the farrier learned the trade (i.e. went to school, apprenticed, etc.) and if they are certified with any organization.  

The one question that is usually the first question most horse owners ask:  What do you charge to shoe a horse?  You will encounter a wide range in the price of shoeing between farriers.  This difference in charges is directly a result of the following items:  being full or part time, skill level, education (i.e. college degrees and certifications), and type of shoeing.  I will however, caution you not to ask this question first and not to allow the price to be your primary determining factor. The greatest difference in price is between full time and part time farriers. The main reason is that a full time farrier incurs more cost (i.e. health insurance, truck payment, taxes, retirement, continuing education, etc) and has a lot more time and assets invested; where as, the part timer has other sources of benefits and may only be shoeing as a hobby to make extra money.  A full time farrier is more likely too act professionally, provide better customer service and be more knowledgeable and better prepared to care for your horse.  A competent farrier will end up being cheaper then an incompetent farrier and a good vet.  You should look at what your farrier does for your horse as preventive maintenance. 


Certified versus non-certified. There are no state or national requirements to be a practicing farrier in this country.  All of the certifications in America are voluntary.  Therefore, a local farrier can literally attend a two-week course and come home and start a business.  The difference between certified and non-certified is that at some point a certified farrier has met the standards set by a particular organization and has been judged by his peers to be capable of meeting those standards.  The largest and most recognized organization is the American Farriers Association (AFA); which, is the only organization recognized by the FEI.  The AFA has four levels of certification and two endorsements.  To learn more about the AFA, go to the website www.AmericanFarriers.org.  The second largest certification program in the U.S. is the Brotherhood of Working Farriers (BWFA), which has five levels of certification.  There are other programs and a handful of degrees available from accredited colleges.  Whether you use a certified or non-certified farrier, it would be beneficial to do your homework and learn what the requirements are for the different levels and variations between the organizations. 


These are just some things to consider when searching for a farrier.  If you use the suggestions in this article to be a more informed consumer it will help you find the right farrier for you and your horse.  A competent farrier is the best insurance you can get to maintain soundness in your horse.  Ultimately you determine what level of quality and service you will accept.

